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SUBJECT: ILL HEALTH FORCES CANCELLATION OF KORUTURK VISIT 
TO BULGARIA 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

IN ITS EVENING NEWS CASTS JUNE 5, TURKISH RADIO AND TELEVISION 
REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT KORUTURK HAS BEEN EORCED TO CANCEL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HIS PLANNED VISIT TO BULGARIA BECAUSE OF ILL HEALTH. THE 
OFEICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT RELEASED BY THE PRESIDENT'S OFEICE SAID: 

"BECAUSE PRESIDENT KORUTURK IS STILL CONVALESCING 
FROM THE ILLNESS WITH FEVER THAT HE SUFFERED BETWEEN MAY 18 
AND 26, THE STATE VISIT TO BULGARIA BY PRESIDENT AND MRS. 
KORUTURK FROM JUNE 8-11 HAS BEEN POSTPONED UPON THE 
RECOMMENDATION OE MEDICAL SPECIALISTS. THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. 
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KORUTURK WILL VISIT BULGARIA AT A LATER DATE TO BE MUTUALLY 
AGREED UPON." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OEEICIAL USE. COMMENT: PRESIDENT 
KORUTURK HAS BEEN IN POOR HEALTH EOR SOME TIME, BUT HIS 
CONDITION REPORTEDLY IMPROVED IN THE FIRST MONTHS OF 1978 
AFTER HE ADOPTED A STRICT ROUTINE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY AND 
REDUCED PUBLIC APPEARANCES. IT WAS RUMORED IN ANKARA THAT 
PRIMIN ECEVIT'S RATHER SUDDEN DECISION TO VISIT BULGARIA IN 
EARLY MAY CAME ABOUT WHEN KORUTURK WAS PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO 
TRAVEL IN RESPONSE TO A LONG-OUTSTANDING BULGARIAN INVITATION. 
THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH IS A FAVORITE TOPIC OF GOSSIP HERE, 

AND THE JUNE 5 ANNOUNCEMENT ADDS TO LOCAL SPECULATION THAT THE 
75-YEAR OLD KORUTURK MAY BE UNABLE TO FINISH HIS TERM 
WHICH EXPIRES IN 1981. 

DILLON 
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